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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 915, 20-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by King et al. (US 5537592). 

As per claims 9, 1 3, 20-21 , 24, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block containing a 
header indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block of an 
existing file stored on said the nonvolatile memory medium - fig. 22; col. 1 1 , line 
2-67; col. 17, line 9-45. 

finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the header of 
the first memory block, if the existing file comprises more memory blocks than 
the first memory block, said the existing file being opened upon completion of 
said the finding - col. 7, last paragraph; col. 10, line 54 to col. 11, line 20; col. 19, 
last par. 
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As per claims 10, 25, King et al. teach repeating the finding step until either all 
memory blocks comprising the file have been found or an error condition occurs 
-figs. 24-26; col. 13, lines 24-50; col. 17, line 19 to col. 18, last par. 

As per claims 11,14-15, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined logical 
block, the nonvolatile memory medium storing an existing file - col. 6, lines 18- 
65; col. 11, lines 11-57; col. 28, lines 32-50. 

for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number -fig. 
24; col. 6, 1st paragraph (OEM field is equivalent to a status field or "magic 
number" because OEM field would either has characters, blanks or the "."); col. 
10, 1 st paragraph (each segment includes a status field which indicates whether 
the segment is being used) 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block 
or a free block, and if the logical block is a valid block, performing a comparison 
of a file name encoded within the block header with a specified file name to be 
opened - col. 7, last par.; col. 19, i standlast paragraphs. 

testing a flag within the block header to determine whether the logical block is the 
first block of the existing file, if the comparison produces a match - col. 5, last 
par. to col. 6, 1 st paragraph; col. 16, last par to col. 17, line 45. 
returning to said the scanning step with the next logical block until either the 
comparison produces a match or all the blocks have been tested, thereby 
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indicating an error condition; said the existing file being opened if said the 
comparison produces a match - col. 15; col. 19, last par. 

As per claims 12, 22-23, King et al. teach 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined-sized 
logical block; the said nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file - col. 6, 
lines 18-65; col. 9, lines 32-55; col. 18, last par. to col. 19, 1 st par. 
for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number - fig. 
24; col. 6, 1 st paragraph (OEM field is equivalent to a status field or "magic 
number" because OEM field would either has characters, blanks or the "."); col. 
10, 1 st paragraph (each segment includes a status field which indicates whether 
the segment is being used) 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block 
or a free block - col. 7, last par.; col. 19, i standlast paragraphs, 
and if the logical block is a free block, modifying its block header to comprise a 
valid magic number, the name of the new file to be opened, and flags indicating 
whether the logical block is either the first block or the last block of the new file - 
col. 5, last par. to col. 6, 1 st par.; col. 22, 1 st par.; col. 11, lines 20-67; col. 13, 
lines 20-50. 

returning to said the scanning step with the next logical block until either the 
testing step has identified a free block or all the blocks have been tested, thereby 
indicating an error condition, the new file being opened if the testing step has 
identified a free block - col. 15; col. 19, last par. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 9-15, and 20-25 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to LINH BLACK whose telephone number is 
571-272-4106. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Don Wong can be reached on 571-272-1834. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

LINH BLACK 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2163 

May 12, 2008 



/don wong/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2163 



